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TO  THE  WADEBRiDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL* 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1938. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)— 88,064. 

Registrar  GeneraPs  estimate  of  the  resident 
population.  Mid.,  1938 — 12,580. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books — 4,676. 

Rateable  value— £51,720. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £223-7-0. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  most  important  industry  is  agriculture,  and 
the  largest  town  Wadebridge,  which  is  the  marketing 
and  shopping  centre  for  a  wide  district. 

In  the  extreme  north  of  the  district  is  the  village 
of  Port  Isaac,  once  having  a  flourishing  fishing 
industry  which  is  rapidly  decaying,  and  now  depends 
chiefly  on  the  patronage  of  summer  visitors  who  are 
able  to  indulge  in  the  pleasures  of  boating,  fishing 
and  safe  sea  bathing. 
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In  certain  parts  a  number  of  men  find  employment 
in  the  china-clay  industry. 

The  district  has  several  miles  of  coast  line  with 
magnificent  cliffs  and  sandy  beaches  so  that  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  popular  as  a  holiday  resort. 

Unemployment  is  not  general  being  dependent 
chiefly  on  the  state  of  the  china-clay  trade. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  births 

88 

87 

175 

Legitimate 

83 

80 

163 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

Population- 

—13-9. 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12.9 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

.95 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  births 

5 

6 

n 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Late  per  1,000  (live 

and  still)  births, 

59-1 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

89 

83 

172 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  --1 3*6 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Heart  disease  ... 

21 

26 

47 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

8 

14 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . 

4 

4 

8 

Senility 

3 

8 

11 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Cancer 

11 

8 

19 

In  1937  there  were  23  deaths  trom  cancer  : — 

Males  10.  Female 

13. 

Deaths  from  puerpural  causes  :  - 
Puerpural-sepsis 

Nil 

Other  puerpural  causes 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

2 

and  still)  births. 

10-7 

* 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  deaths  9 

1 

10 

Legitimate  9 

1 

10 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 57*1 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  premature  birth 
and  congenital  debility. 


D 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 
Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  ...  1 

5,  Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

Birth  and  Death  rates  compared  with  the  previous 
year  and  with  those  for  England  and  Wales— 


Enja^land 
and  Wales. 


1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

Birth  rate 

13  2 

13*9 

14*9 

161 

Death  rate 

12*8 

13*6 

12*4 

11-6 

Infantile  death  rate  18*07 

57*1 

58 

53 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
year.  The  first  case  was  notified  in  March  and 
another  case  in  the  same  family  in  June.  There 
were  no  further  cases  till  December  when  two  were 
notified  in  another  parish. 

There  was  no  school  closure  on  account  of 
epidemics. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling,  a  part 
time  officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon. 
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There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  both  full  time 
officers — J.  1).  Clerk,  Eastern  Area 

A.  E.  Bewes,  Western  Area. 

They  both  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Eoyal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

They  act  as  District  Surveyors,  Meat  Inspectors, 
and  Inspectors  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders, 
in  addition  to  their  Sanitary  duties. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  is  no  change  Swabs,  Specimens,  &c,  for 
examination  are  sent  to  the  Pathologist  at  the  Poyal 
Infirmary,  Truro, 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a  modern  Motor  Ambulance  kept  in 
Bodmin  which  serves  the  district  for  accidents  and 
non-infectious  cases  of  illness  belonging  to  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Association. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  trained  orderlies  and 
nurses  belonging  to  the  Brigade. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  whole  area  is  supplied  with  nurses  each  with 
her  allotted  district.  These  nurses  are  trained  and 
supplied  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

I'here  are  no  hospitals  or  clinics  in  the  district  and 
no  Isolation  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases.  The 


need  for  the  latter  is  admitted  but  the  matter 
remains  in  abeyance. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water“lhe  water  supply  remains  much  as  it  was. 

Various  difficulties  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the 
De  Lank  scheme  but  there  seems  now  a  better 
prospect  of  the  scheme  going  forward. 

Sewerage — No  extensions  have  been  carried  out,  but 
with  the  new  water  supply  it  will  be  possible  to  carry 
out  many  improvements  in  the  drainage  arrange¬ 
ments. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  pollution  and 
these  generally  are  clean. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Where  a  satisfactory  water  supply  is  available 
water  closets  are  used  In  other  parts  the  pail 
system  is  the  one  mostly  in  use. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  regular  collection  and 
removal  of  refuse  and  augmented  in  the  holiday 
season  as  may  be  required. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Ihe  area  is  regularly  visited  and  inspected  and 
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reported  on  from  time  to  time.  The  reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  are  appended  to  this  report. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  three  licensed  sites  in  the  area.  The 
number  of  persons  using  them  is  roughly  estimated 
at  100  (one  hundred). 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  necessary.  There  are  no  large 
works  or  factories  in  the  area. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  none  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  was  necessary. 

SCHOOLS. 

These  have  been  visited  and  inspected  and  found 
generally  satisfactory. 

Nothing  has  been  done  with  regard  to  improving 
the  sanitary  arrangements  which  have  been  adversely 
reported  on  in  the  Council  School  at  Blisland. 

Public  lavatories  are  needed  in  some  of  the  more 
popular  resorts  in  the  district.  Now  that  people 
move  about  in  ever  increasing  numbers  the  primitive 
customs  of  the  past  generation  do  not  satisfy  present 
day  requirements. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  supply.  Dairies,  Farms  and  Cowsheds  are 
visited  and  inspected.  The  standard  of  cleanliness 
generally  is  high  and  is  continually  improving. 

Meat  and  other  foods.  Slaughter  houses,  shops, 
vehicles  and  bake  houses  are  visited  and  inspected 
and  found  generally  satisfactory. 


Carcasses  Inspected 

and 

Condemned. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1678 

198 

202 

4729 

1994 

N umber  inspected 

1571 

184 

186 

4211 

1883 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis, 
whole  carcasses  condemned. 

3 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

13 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

•308 

•32 

Tuberculosis  only — 

whole  carcasses  condemned  ... 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

14 

1 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  infected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

•891 

•54 

•849 

The  County  Council  takes  action  with  regard  to 
the  adulteration  and  the  Chemical  and  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  foods. 
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Annual  Report  on  Sanitary  Conditions  within  the 
Eastern  Area  for  the  year  1938. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

Though  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  much  remains  to 
be  done,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  advancement. 
Villages  are  becoming  cleaner  in  appearance  as  a  result  of 
systematic  Refuse  Collection.  Slaughter  houses  are  much 
cleaner,  and  there  are  now  a  number  of  electric  Refrigerators 
installed  in  Butchers’  shops.  Man^'’  cowsheds  have  been 
improved  during  the  past  year,  having  new  concrete  floors  and 
increased  ventilation  and  lighting. 

HOUSING  MATTERS. 

A  number  of  Council  Houses  are  proposed  to  be  erected 
during  the  coming  year  to  abate  overcrowding  and  slum 
clearance,  and  also  for  the  agricultural  labourer,  but  there 
still  exists  a  shortage  of  houses  for  the  lower  paid  worker  to 
let  at  rents  that  they  can  afford  to  pay.  Unfortunately  there 
is  no  Housing  Act  in  force  at  the  moment  with  appropriate 
subsidies  that  would  enable  houses  to  be  erected  for  these 
workers  without  a  heavy  burden  on  the  rates. 

Five  cottages  were  reconstructed  under  the  Rural 

_ • 

Workers  Housing  Act,  and  a  number  as  a  result  of  informal 
notices  or  visits  by  the  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Many  villages  still  depend  on  Pumps  for  their  water 
supply  and  the  water  often  has  to  be  carried  a  considerable 
distance.  It  is  hoped  the  proposed  De  Lank  Scheme  will 
affect  as  big  an  improvement  in  conditions  in  these  Villages 
as  the  North  (Cornwall  Water  Board  has  in  other  Parishes. 

SEWERAGE. 

Although  no  extensions  were  made  to  the  public  sewers 
during  the  past  year,  it  is  hoped  that  considerable  improve¬ 
ments  may  be  made  in  the  drainage  of  villages  when  the  new 
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water  supply  is  available. 

An  extension  of  the  main  sewer  is  needed  at  Port  Isaac 
to  carry  same  beyond  the  Breakwater,  and  a  sewer  is  also 
required  at  Port  Gaverne. 

EEFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Collection  by  motor  lorry  is  being  carried  out  in  both  of 
the  St  Minver  Parishes  weekly,  and  in  other  Parishes  a 
collection  is  made  fortnightly.  At  Port  Isaac  and  Trelights 
a  collection  is  made  during  1 4  weeks  of  the  Season  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  use  of  the  lorry  may  be  further  extended  to 
give  a  more  frequent  collection  where  required  in  certain 
villages. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Are  installed  at  Polzeath  and  at  Port  Isaac.  There  is 
considerable  demand  for  one  at  Port  Gaverne. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers’  shops  are  inspected 
regularly  and  the  humane  killer  is  in  general  use.  Butchers 
carts  are  also  inspected. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  inspection  of  these  takes  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  time,  in  addition  to  the  regular  inspection.  When  ever 
Grades  of  Milk  or  conditions  are  changed  another  inspection 
has  to  be  made. 

During  the  last  few  years  striking  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  construction  and  general  cleanliness  of 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  Milk  is  now  generally  sold  in  bottles. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  BAKEHOUSES,  ETC. 

These  are  all  inspected  regularly. 

CAMPS,  CARAVANS,  TENTS  AND  BEACHES. 

By  regular  inspection  and  tactful  advice,  every  effort  is 
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being  made  to  avoid  untidiness.  Litter  baskets  are  placed 
wherever  required,  and  notices  erected. 

JSEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  for  86  new  buildings  were  approved  during  the 
year  and  75  buildings  were  completed. 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  in  the  Eastern  Area 
number  100,  for  which  I  am  responsible  for  repair  and 
maintenance. 

J.  DONALD  CLERK, 

Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT,  1938. 


Sanitary  Conditions — Western  Area. 


A  comprehensive  report  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  E. 
Bewes,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Western 
Area,  in  1937. 

The  report  of  this  Officer  for  1938  is  not  available 
owing  to  serious  indisposition. 
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Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  [a)  Total  number  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts).  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

{h)  ]N umber  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  457 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925, 
and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ..  ...  ...  ...  134 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  43 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  117 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
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rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...117 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the 
year. — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices —  ...  ...  8 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ..„  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices —  12 

(a)  By  Owners...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1956. 

(1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding — 

(^)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  16 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  93 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 


(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 


0 


cases 


•  •  « 


•  •  • 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  satisfactory. 

Chicken  pox  was  prevalent  amongst  the  children 
at  Port  Isaac  during  April  and  May,  and  whooping' 
cough  amongst  the  children  attending  the  Council 
School  at  Holland. 

There  were  four  eases  of  Diphtheria  which  were 
all  treated  with  Diphtheria  anti-toxin.  Contacts 
were  isolated  and  treated  with  prophylactic  doses 
of  anti-toxin. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 


the  year. 

Total 

Cases 

• 

Cases 

Admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

0 
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Analysis  of  age  groups  of  cases  notified. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerpural 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

20 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Prevention  of 

Blindness 

Any  action  that  may  be  necessary  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  engaged  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 
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New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 


NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES 

Non- 

Respiratory 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Re  spiratory  Respiratory 

Age  periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

,  0 

1 

0 

15 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

25 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

35 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

46 

1 

0 

0 

1 

u 

0 

0 

0 

,  55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  and  npwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4  3  . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


i-;. 


